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In the part of the report relating simply to local conditions the 
committee worked from original sources, and the results are of more 
value and must have contributed much more to the enlightenment 
of the selectmen. In thoroughness and in apparent fairness this part 
of the report is in every way admirable. The state chemist was 
asked to pass upon a list of articles that the poor had bought with 
grocery orders given by the selectmen, and gave it as his opinion that 
only about one-third of the total amount, #732.54, had been expended 
for " articles of necessary support." The committee investigated 353 
cases receiving out-door relief on January 1, 1891, and concluded that 
of this number 51 per cent needed no aid, 24 per cent should have 
been sent to the almshouse, and only 25 per cent were proper sub- 
jects for the sort of relief they were receiving. An interesting study 
was made of the inhabitants of the workhouse and the almshouse. 
Out of 149 males only 4 were believed to be temperate, and out of 
80 females only 5 were believed to be temperate. The tables com- 
piled from the police court records, especially those relating to re- 
arrests and recommitments, are of decided value. 

Altogether it is much to be wished that every town meeting and 
every board of county commissioners might be served by a committee 
as intelligent and as thorough as this one. 

A. G. Warner. 



COMPARISON OF MOVEMENT OF POPULATION IN PRUSSIA 
AND FRANCE. 



The following is based upon material published in the Zeitschrift 
des Koniges Preussischen Slatistischen Bureaus. 1891. Nos. 1-2. 

A comparison of the increase of population in France and Prussia 
is important in view of the uufriendly relations now existing between 
these two countries. The increase of births over deaths in France in 
1889 was 85,962, and in Prussia 411,785, or nearly five times as 
great. In comparing these figures it must be remembered that France 
has a population of 38 millions while that of Prussia is only 29 mil- 
lions. The population of France in 1889 increased 2.3 per 1000, and 
in Prussia 14.2 per 1000. The birth rate per thousand is 23.2 in 
France, and 37.7 in Pimssia. 
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TABLE I. Births. 



France. 


Prussia. 


Year. 


Total. 


Illegitimate. 


Per cent. 


Total. 


Illegitimate. 


Per cent. 


1880 


920,177 


68,227 


7.41 


1,028,577 


80,358 


7.81 


1881 


937,057 


70,079 


7.48 


1,012,564 


78,039 


7.71 


1882 


935,566 


71,305 


7.62 


1,035,557 


82,767 


7.99 


1883 


937,944 


74,213 


7.91 


1,028,514 


82,074 


7.98 


1881 


937,758 


75,754 


8.08 


1,050,850 


85,987 


8.18 


1886 


924,558 


74,171 


8.02 


1,064,401 


86,295 


8.11 


1886 


912,838 


74,806 


8.19 


1,074,298 


87,117 


8.11 


1887 


899,333 


73,854 


8.21 


1,084,995 


87,988 


8.11 


1888 


882,639 


74,919 


8.49 


1,091,218 


85,994 


7.88 


1889 


880,579 


73,571 


8.35 


1,094,504 


85,962 


7.85 



TABLE II. 



Deaths. 


Increase of Births over Deaths. 


Year. 


France. 


Prussia. 


France. 


Prussia. 


1880 


858,237 


692,610 


61,940 


335,967 


1881 


828,828 


682,139 


108,229 


330,425 


1882 


838,539 


700,081 


97,027 


335,476 


1883 


841,141 


711,169 


96,803 


317,348 


1884 


858,784 


718,049 


78,974 


332,801 


1885 


836,897 


716,859 


87,661 


347,542 


1886 


860,222 


742,733 


52,616 


331,565 


1887 


842,797 


686.170 


56,536 


398,825 


1888 


837,867 


665,429 


44,772 


425,789 


1889 


794,933 


682,719 


85,646 


411,785 



The larger increase in France in 1881 is due to the greater num- 
ber of births in that year. 

The average percentage of illegitimacy for the ten years was 7.97 
for both countries, but in France there is no distinction made between 
legitimate and illegitimate still-born children. 

table III. 



France. 


Prussia. 


Year. 


Marriages. 


Divorces. 


Marriages. 


Divorces. 


1880 


279,046 




208,456 


907 


1881 


282,079 




209,586 


2,329 


1882 


281,060 




217,239 


2,306 


1883 


284,519 




220,748 


3,577 


1884 


289,555 


1,657 


225,939 


3,856 


1885 


283,170 


4,277 


230,707 


3,902 


1886 


283,208 


2,950 


231,588 


3,808 


1887 


277,060 


3,636 


229,999 


3,999 


1888 


276,848 


4,708 


233,421 


4,251 


1889 


272,934 


4,786 


240,996 


3,994 
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The divorces for 1884 in France are for the last four months of the 
year, and the increase in this and the succeeding year is due to the 
passage of new divorce laws. The returns for the year 1880 in Prus- 
sia are incomplete. 

In Prussia there has been a steady increase in the number of mar- 
riages, and in France a slight decrease. Out of 1000 inhabitants, 7 
marry in France and 8 in Prussia. By the increase of births over 
deaths during the ten years, 1880-89, Prussia has gained nearly 
2,800,000 in population over France. This threatened depopulation 
of their country has alarmed the French, and as a remedy it has been 
proposed to exempt from taxation the heads of families having a cer- 
tain number of children. 

F. C. Norton. 



SUICIDES IN PRUSSIA AND ITALY. 



The following paragraphs are taken from the Zeitschrift des Kon. 
Preus. Stat. Bureaus, 1891, Nos. 1-2. 

Although the year 1888 had shown the smallest number of suicides 
in Prussia since 1883, an increase again took place in 1889. This, 
however, is so slight that the year 1889 is still behind the years 
1883-87 in this respect. The following table shows the number. 

According to this there are annually nearly four times as many 
males as females who commit suicide ; moreover, the decrease in the 
inclination of the population to commit suicide is much more notice- 
able among the males than among the females. 

Suicides in Prussia. 











Out of every 100,000 Living. 








Total 














Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


1883 


4,933 


1,238 


6,171 


36 


9 


22 


1884 


4,691 


1,209 


5,900 


34 


8 


21 


1885 


4,811 


1,217 


6,028 


34 


8 


21 


1886 


5,047 


1,165 


6,212 


36 


8 


22 


1887 


4,703 


1,195 


5,898 


33 


8 


21 


1888 


4,255 


1,138 


5,393 


30 


8 


19 


1889 


4,430 


1,185 


5,615 


31 


8 


19 



